
READ TO ACHIEVE! 
A Structured Literacy Program for Reading Enrichment 

 
Invest in Your Child’s Success 

 
Hello! My name is Irene Van Riper, Ed.D., A/OGA. My website: 

www.natureandneeds.com. I am a certified practitioner in the Orton Gillingham 
Approach to reading. I would like to support your child’s learning BEFORE they fail. 

 
 

TIMELINE 
This evidence-based program will be based on the structured literacy approach outlined 
in the Vellutino, et al. (1996) research and will consist of two six-week sessions. The 
two sessions are cumulative. Parents are encouraged, but not required, to register for 
both sessions. 
 
Session One: The students will meet for one hour per week for six consecutive weeks. 
Proposed meeting dates are Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m., running from March 9 to 
April 13, 2022. (Dates and times may be modified according to availability.) 
 
Session Two: The students will meet for one hour per week for six more consecutive 
weeks. Proposed meeting dates are Wednesdays from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., running from 
April 27 to June 1, 2022. (Dates and times may be modified according to availability.) 

 
PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS 
The program is designed to accommodate 4-6 first grade students who are struggling 
with learning to read but have not been diagnosed with a specific disability or learning 
disorder. 
 
I will secure a release from parents which will allow me to discuss the student’s reading 
difficulties with his or her teacher to better address your child’s needs. Parents will also 
complete a screening inventory assuring that the student’s problems are not behavioral. 
In addition, parents will sign a contract agreeing to pay the tuition for the upcoming 
session by the first day of the session. For students registering for both sessions, fees 
will be paid separately for each session, by the first day of the session. Tuition is 
$600.00 per 6-week session and includes all materials.  
 
 
How to enroll: Send me an email or call (704-577-6616) and I will send you the 
registration forms. I look forward to speaking with you about your child. I am happy to 
provide you with referrals, as well. Payment will secure a spot for your child. 
 
Please send the tuition check to: 
Irene Van Riper 
500 Knapp Road 
Clarks Summit, PA 18411 



PROGRAM CURRICULUM 
Session One: 

• Screening of each student to assess strengths and needs 
• Intensive instruction in Phonology and Semantics 

o Processing all 44 sounds in the English language 
o Composing words from sounds 
o Rhyming 
o Syllable types 
o Phoneme segmentation and blending 
o Fluency 
o Associating sounds with symbols for reading/spelling, orthographic 

mapping 
o Vocabulary development 

• Goal: To build students’ confidence with fun, multi-sensory instruction targeting 
the specific needs of the students in the class. 

 
 
Session Two: 

• Review of Session One 
• Intensive instruction in Morphology: 

o Prefixes 
o Suffixes 
o Base (root) words 

• Intensive instruction in Discourse and Social Language: 
o Comprehension 
o Context clues 
o Telling stories while making connections 
o Interpreting stories to understand others’ feelings 

• Goal: Continue to build the students’ confidence and reading comprehension 
using engaging multi-sensory instruction techniques. 

 
 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
Dr. Van Riper is certified by the Academy of Orton Gillingham. She earned her 
doctorate in 2010 from Widener University in Reading Education and Cognitive Studies. 
As founder of Nature and Needs, which offers specialized educational services, Dr. Van 
Riper works directly with individuals with dyslexia and other reading difficulties. 
 
Dr. Van Riper is also a university professor who trains teachers to teach reading.  
She has co-edited three academic books for teachers and universities. Previously, she 
spent nearly two decades as a Language Arts teacher, Reading Specialist, and special 
education teacher in both public and private schools.  
 


